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Wayne County is a relatively remote and lower population density (96th of 99) rural
county in lowa but features the vibrant and well-managed Prairie Trails Museum that
enjoys strong community support. A 2022 discovery by an area resident of a
complete and surprisingly well-preserved mastodon femur in a drainage in the
southwest part of the county led to a community-initiated research project that
ultimately included the landowners, museum staff, University of lowa Office of the
State Archaeologist (OSA) personnel, and local interested avocationals.This
presentation serves as a practical case study focusing on how the project was
organized, funded, and operationalized.
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Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University of lowa-
sponsored events. If you are a person with a disability who requires a

reasonable accommodation in order to participate in this program, please Department Of Anthr0P0|Ogy
contact the Department of Anthropology in advance at 319-335-0522.




