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The past year has witnessed
many noteworthy transformations
inthe makeup of the Department
of Anthropology, here at the
University of lowa. Dueto the
loss of significant senior faculty
members over the past three
years, the department of
Anthropology now hastheunique
opportunity to restructureitself.
Sinceitsinceptionin 1969, asits
own entity separate from
Sociology, the Department of
Anthropology has undergone a
steady evolution, with our
membersand foci changing with
the times; a look at the
AnthrObserver from even five
yearsagoreveasamuch different
department than the one seen
today. From the beginning, the
department included socio-
cultural  anthropologists,
archaeologists, and linguistic
anthropologists, andin 1986, the
first biological anthropologist
(myself) was hired. Today, the
department boasts a four-field
faculty with 9 full-time faculty
members in one of the many
branches of socio-cultural
anthropology, 5 archaeologists, 2
linguistic anthropologists, and 2
biological anthropologists,
supplemented by awhole host of
capable emeritus, visiting and
adjunct faculty members. Many
of the current department
grengthsarechronicledwithinthe

pag%of thlsneNsletter I would
like to take this opportunity to
point out just a few of the
fascinating accountsyou will be
introduced to withinthisyear’s
AnthrObserver.

It iswith great regret that we
bid farewell to our friend and
colleague, VirginiaDominguez
who, after 14 years at Ul, has
chosentotakeafaculty position
at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign next fall.
Virginiahasbeen an asset to the
department not only through her
editorship of the American
Ethnologist, her esteemed
publications and impassioned
teaching, but aso through her
frequent reminder for us to
explicate, “How is this
anthropology?” Asmentionedin
thelast newd etter, Doug Midggett,
whojoined thefaculty inAugust
1972, retired in June of 2006.
Doug hasstayed onfor atermas
an emeritusfaculty member,
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though his more regular
contributionsand coursesrel ated
to urban anthropology and
Caribbean cultura studieswill be
missed greetly.

Fortunately, moving into the
department are a number of
excellent and enthusiastic
academics, including SoniaRyang
whojoined usthisyear (ootlighted
on p. 7) and Margaret Beck, a
North American archaeologist
whowill joinusnextfal. Weare
a 50 pleased towelcome Matthew
Hill, a Paleo-Indian zoo-
archaeologist, as a new adjunct
faculty member in thefall. The
processof asearchfor anew hire
iIsalwaysan exciting onethat

Continued on page 2




brings together the department
faculty and students, leading usto
envision anew who we are and
where we are going as a
departmental community. Aswe
embark uponabuilding phase, we
aremindful that wehaveoccason

to mold a stronger and more
unified faculty and studentsthat
continuesto build on our academic
strengths within the respective
subfields. This prospect
represents a noteworthy
advancement, but dsoa

condderablechdlenge. What will
thenext year holdin storefor us?
| can only be certain that we will
meet the challenges of thefuture
inacohesivefashion.

Visiting Film Makers

By Laura Graham and Susie Donaldson

During the months of February
and March 2007 filmmakers
David Hernandez Palmar and
Caimi Waiasse Xavante visited
lowaCity tosharetheir individua
and collaborative work. Both
filmmakers have worked
individually with University of
lowa anthropologist Laura
Graham during her fieldwork
among the Xavantein Brazil and
the Wayulu in Venezuela and
Colombia. Currently all three,
with the help of Ul Honors
graduate Drew Annis(2003), are
working on two collaborative
projects. Oneisediting footage
that Graham and Hernandez
Palmar filmed during a trip to
central Brazil in May 2006 in
which Xavante staged a protest
against devastating effectsthey
are experiencing as a result of
uncontrolled soy cultivation in
areas immediately adjacent to
their areas. (Mato Grosso state,
where Xavantereside, isBrazil’s

Editing film
Photo by Drew Annis

largest soy producing regionand
Brazil istheworld'sleading soy
exporter.) The other project
focuses on the centrality of
dreams, and cultural beliefsand
practicesrelated to dreaming and
dream sharing among WayUu and
Xavante peoples. The project
involves exchanges between
dreamersand dreaminterpreters/
practitioners from the two
indigenous groups that will be
videoed by Waylu and Xavante
filmmakers

As well as speaking in
Graham’sclasson Multi-Media
Ethnography, both David and
Caimi participated in events
sponsored by the Department of
Anthropology (and numerous
other entitieson campusincduding
International Programs, the
Center for Ethnic Studiesinthe
Artsandthelngtitutefor Cinema
and Culture). Together withLaura
Graham, in the departmental
colloquium they spoke about
IndigenousVideo and each

reflected on hisownwork and
their collaborativeefforts. David
and Caimi also screened two
filmslater intheweek. Caimi
showed Darini: Spiritual Ini-
tiation of Xavante Children
(46 minutes, 2005) and David
screened SQujuitaya Yosuu (The
Liberation of Yosuu, 20 minutes,
2005). Both film makershave
been working extensively with
LauraGraham. Sheiswriting
about thework of each aswell
as about their experiences in
collaboration.

Graduate students Eric
Dickerson and Jenna Grant
participated in thiscollabora-
tive effort. Eric served as a
production assistant during
film edition and Jenna as-
sisted in many waysincluding
the filming of the colloquium
presentation.

Caimi, Laura, David, and Drew
Photo by Eric Dickerson



2006 Photo Gallery:

Doug Midgett's
Retirement Party

Faculty, staff and
students  bid
farewell to Doug
Midgett with a
festive gathering
inlowaHall.

Colleagues and friends offered memories and
good wishes, and Doug read a passage to
illustrate his newest passion: writing fiction.

Department
Holiday Party

Faculty, staff and
graduate students enjoy
food and drink in the
Natural History Museum,
adding to therelaxation
that comes with the end
of a semester.




Graduate Achieves Faculty Position

Contributed by Cerisa Reynolds

Thiswinter, VistingAss stant
Professor and recent Ph.D.
recipient Grant McCall was
offered the position of Assistant
Professor in the Department of
Anthropology at Tulane
University. Thegraduate tudents
and faculty inthe Department of
Anthropology here at the
University of lowawould liketo
congratulate Grant onhisnew jab,
and wish to summarize some of
the accomplishments Professor
McCall hasmadeduring histime
hereat the University of lowa.

In August of 2001, the
Department of Anthropology
welcomed Grant McCdl intother
graduate program, just months
after he had earned aB.A. with
honors in anthropology from
Grinndll College. InMay of 2003,
Grant wasawarded hisMaster’s,
and just three years later, he
earned hisPh.D. During the 2006-
2007 school year, Grant washired
asaVidgiting Assistant Professor
inour department.

Grant haspublishedinavariety
of journalsand edited volumes,
including the Journal of Human
Evolution, Lithic Technology,
Current Anthropology, and the
African Sociological Review. He
hasa so presented hisresearch at
aminimum of two professional
conferences every year since
1999, including such conferences
as the American Association of
Physical Anthropologists, the
Society for American
Archaeology, and theAmerican
Anthropological Association. In
addition, Grant wasawarded

an Honorable Mention Prize at
TheUniversty of lowa sJamesF.
Jakobsen Graduate Forumin both
2003 and 2004.

Grant hasa so had awiderange
of teaching experience. Hewasa
Teaching Assistant for avariety
of classes, including the
department’s Archaeological
Field School at Abo Pueblo,
Salinas Pueblo National
MonumentinNew Mexicoduring
the summer of 2004. While
completing hisgraduate studies,
Grant a so taught an Introduction
to Anthropology course at
Grinndll Collegein 2004, and was
thesoleingtructor inthefollowing
classes within our department:
Seminar in Rock Art Research,
Rock Art and Culture, and
Humans and Technology. As
visiting assistant professor in
2006-2007 he taught the
Introduction to Prehistory course
aswell asacourseentitled Specid
Topics in Archaeology: Lithic
Andyss.

Regarding field work, Grant
hasanimpressiveresume. First,
from 1998 through 2003, he
conducted ethnographi c/ethno-
archaeologica fieldwork among
the Ju/’ hoansi of Northeastern
Namibia. From 1999 through
2005, he was also the primary
investigator of the Nhomadom
Archaeologica Research Project,
a project that surveyed and
excavated Early and Middle
Stone Age sites in the Kaudom
National Park of Namibia. Grant
spearheaded this project in the
hopes of creating abetter

understanding of the relaionships
between site use, mobility
patterns, and subsistence during
the Middle Pleistocene. In the
upcoming summer, Grant will
return to Namibia as one of the
primary investigators of the
Sperrgebiet Stone Age
Archaeol ogical Research Project
(alongwith our very own James
Enloe and Art Bettisfrom Ul’s
Department of Geoscience).

Inaddition to theseendeavors,
Grant has spent countless hours
demondratingflintkngpping at the
Universty of lowaNaturd History
Museum, wasacompetitor for the
lowaCity Atlatl Team, and played
for theUniversity Rugby teamfor
eight seasons.

Both the graduate studentsand
faculty dikeareproudthat sucha
deserving scholar hasbeen given
this great opportunity, and we
wishGrantdl thebestinhiscareer
a TulaneUniversty.
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Sidney Mintz in

On Friday, April 6™ distin-
guished anthropologist Sidney W.
MintzvistedtheUniversty of lowa
campus. Mintz smost famousre-
search concerns the Caribbean
Region, and the anthropol ogy of
food, and heiswell knownfor his
many influentia publicationsindud-
ing Sweetnessand Power (1985).
Although heretiredin 1997, Mintz
hascontinued toteachintheUnited
Statesand ingtitutionsworldwide.

During thisvisit Mintz partici-
pated for the second time inthe

Doug Midgett introduces
Sdney Mintz

Department of Anthropology’s
Colloquium Seriesby presenting
apaper entitled “Emerging Cre-
ole: Creolization and the Con-
dructionof Culture” Faculty, su-
dents, and other interested par-
tiespackedinto alarge Schaeffer
Hall classroom to hear Mintz
speak on the definition of
creolizationintermsof aspecific
historical and geographica locus,
andtolink itsdefinitiontothean-
thropological concept of culture.

lowa City!

Following the luncheon Mintz
met with SoniaRyang (our new-
est faculty member, seepg. 7) to
be interviewed as part of a
project to record theoral history
of anthropology. Those who
know Mintz and those who had
the opportunity to meet withhim
during hisvisit understand just
how much hislife and research
formanimportant chapter of the
history and futureof our field. We
look forwardto hisfuturevisitsto
theUniversity of lowal

Mintz explaining
creolization

Mintz's friend and Ul Depart-
ment of Anthropology emeritus
faculty member Doug Midgett
introduced the distinguished
speaker.

The following morning
Mintz had lunchwith anumber
of anthropology, Latin Ameri-
can studies, and international
studies students. He fielded
questionsconcerning hisFriday
talk and shared interesting to-
riesabout fieldwork, famous
socid scientists, and thelife of
an anthropologist. Mintz'slight

Sdney MintZsvisit to the Uni-
versity of lowa was co-spon-
sored by the Department of An-
thropology; the Caribbean,
Diaspora, and Atlantic Sudies
Program; the Crossing Borders
Program; the Latin American
Sudies Program; and the De-
partment of History.

both an informa-
tiveand entertain-
ing affair. Here-
marked before
leaving the stu-

trend of speaking
at the theUniver-
sity of lowa by
givingathirdtalk

in another 10 years!

Mintz addresses a rapt
audience



University of lowa Atlatl Team Update

Contributed by Alex Woods

ThelowaCity Atlatl Teamisnow
THEUNIVERSITY OF IOWA
ATLATL TEAM! Afterfourlong
yearsAnthropology studentshave
finally gotten their beloved
spearthrowing sport officialized.
ThelowaAtlatl Team, which prac-
ticestheancient skill of usingan
atlatl (or spearthrower) to throw
projectiles, iscurrently practicing
to take on their arch
riva, the Grinnell CollegeRaging
Cows, at the Annual RAGING
COW atlatl meet. The Teamis
itching to win back the trophy
which they just barely lost in
2006. Atlatlists Kimberly
Townsend and Marie Richards
are set to try and break into the
women’s world rankings as
Coach Alexander Woods is

Announcements

Jennifer Skrmetti married Amish
Trivedi on July 1, 2006 on the
University of Georgiacampusin

Athens, Georgia.

LavanyaMurali and Daniel Proctor
married August, 15 2006 in lowa

City.

The lowa Atlatl Team at Last Y ’ 2006 Raging

Cow event at Grinnell College

trying to move up into the top
rankings. Theteam hopestotake
between 15 and 20 sudentstothe
Grinnel Competitionthisyear,and
also attended eventsat Cahokia
MoundsWorld Heritage Site

and Luther College earlier this
school year.

ThelowaAtlatl teamisopen
al interested sudentsandisgrow-
ing larger every day. Go Hawks!

Many Thanks . ..

to Beverly Poduska and Shari Knight!

Faculty and students of the Ul Department
of Anthropology are continually grateful
for al that Beverly and Shari havedoneand

continueto do to assist usin our teaching,
research, and studies. Even thisnewd etter

Bryan Kendall and wifeErin
welcomed their first child May, 8

2006.

Jonathan Thomas and wife Heather

are expecting their first child in

August.

would not be possible without their
assistance and support. Thank you.

AnthGrad President, Hannah Marsh, presents
Beverly and Shari with a thank you from the

graduate students at the 2006 Holiday Party




Ul Welcomes Sonia Ryang &

The University of lowaDepartment of Anthropol ogy

ispleased to welcome newest faculty member Sonia

Ryang. Soniajoinedtheuniversity inthefal of 2006
as an associate professor of anthropology and
international studies, and C. Maxwell and Elizabeth
M. Stanley Family and the K orea Foundation Scholar
of Korean Studies. Sonia came to the
University of lowafrom John HopkinsUniversity,
where she had taught for nine years. Prior to her
appointment at John Hopkins, Soniaworked as a
Research Fellow at theAustralian Nationd Universty,
an appointment sherecelved after earning her Ph.D.
in Social Anthropology from Cambridge University.

Sonia’ sdoctorate and many subsequent research
projectsdealt with Korean diasporic community in
Japan, among other topics. Her past publicationsin
thisareainclude North Koreansin Japan: Language,
Ideology, and Identity (1997) and Koreans in
Japan: Critical Voices from the Margin (2000,
editor). Her co-edited book, Diaspora and Beyond:
Koreansin Japan (provisional title) will beissued
from University of CaliforniaPressin 2008. Sheis
completing a book on autobiographic writings of
diasporic women, Gender, Self, Diaspora:
Ethnography of Autobiographics of Korean
Wbmen in Japan and the US,

Soniaiscurrently interested in theway form-of-
life unfolds in diverse socia systems, including
totalitarianismand liberdism. Sheisapproachingthis
issue by exploring vulnerable populations in two
different societies: thedisabled inthe United States
and theexiledin North Korea. Her analyses of other
areas of inequity are embodied in her recently
published books, Japan and National
Anthropology: A Critique (2004) and Love in
Modern Japan: Its Estrangement from Salf, Sex,
and Society (2006), and numerousjournal articles

Full-Time Faculty Updates:

Nanette Barkey:

including “Doeslt
Haveto BehESC?
A Note on War,
Embryo, and the
Disabled”
(published in
Anthropological
Quarterly in
2006).

Sonia has two
children, adaughter
(age 8) and son
(ageb). Sheplays
classical piano, Beethoven being her favorite. Her
favorite poet is Rimbaud, favorite city, Sydney,
Austrdia, and favoritemovie, Slenceof the Lambs.
Her mentorsareAlan Macfarlane, Marilyn Strathern,
and Sidney Mintz. One of the funniest episodesin
Sonia'scareer process. Sheresponded to thewrong
adfor aJohnsHopkinsposition. When she split with
her former boyfriendinAustralia, shedecided togo
some placefar away and choseto look for aposition
in the U.S. She saw an ad which was to replace
Professor Sidney Mintz, whowasto retirein afew
years. The ad said something to the effect of “the
world-renowned, internationally acclaimed
anthropologist.” Soniastopped and wondered if that
was “Americanism”: “you know, they love big
words...” Inany case, shedecidedtogiveitago. As
it happened, Hopkinswas a so looking for ajunior
Asianist when she applied, and although they had
completed al roundsof interviewsand campusvists
of candidates, they decided to invite her over for an
interview. Dueto theflight schedule, shestayedin
Baltimorefor eight days, interviewing and getting
wined and dined. By the time she returned back
Down Under, shehad aphonecall, offering her the
position. In her first semester at Hopkins, shewas
gtill saying thingslike“fair dinkum,” which nobody
understood (it sanAudrdian express on meaning “for
red”).

Nanette Barkey iscompleting her second year inthe Anthropology and Community and Behaviora Health
departments. On the teaching scene she hasintroduced anew course (Understanding Africa), revived two
coursesnot taught for severa years (Anthropology and I nternationa Health, and A pplied Anthropology), and
taught Ethnographic Research Methodsto agreat cohort of graduate students. Prof. Barkey coordinated the
team of Kevin Wolkaober (1T student), Shari Knight, Beverly Poduska, and Mike Chibnik to replacethe
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department’ swebsite. The new sitewaslaunched in February 2007. Check it out at http://www.uiowa.edu/
~anthro/.

Professor Barkey’sresearch thisyear isdivided into three areas. Sheisusing her dataon psychosocia
stressand blood pressurein post-socialist Mozambique to explore new forms of social support. Sheis
finishing abook with Pamela Erickson titled The Medicalization of Social, Political, and Economic
Problemsfor the Rutgers University Press seriesin Medical Anthropology. Thetwo case studies Nanette
iswriting explorethe medicalization of war and of childhood obesity and manutrition. Thethird research
project takes her back to central Angolawhere she did research in 1994-95 and in 2004. Professor
Barkey iswriting an articleon post-war reconciliation through the exhumation and reburia of thedeadin
thecity of Kuito, and shewill spend Juneand July 2007 examining psychosocia stressanditseffectsonthe
hedlth of adultsin Kuito.

ThomasCharlton:

During 2006 Professor Thomas H. Charlton continued teaching courses he originated in the Department
including: 113:012 Introduction to Prehistory; 113:163 Archaeology of Mesoamerica; 113:164 Comparative
Prehistory; and 113:268 Seminar in Archaeol ogical Theory and Method. Hetaught the Department’sfield
coursein archaeology (113:199) at Plum Grove. Severa students participated in the conservation and
preservation of cattle bonesin 113:162 L aboratory Methodsin Archaeology inthefall. Visiting Scholar
Mtra. MariaEuegeniaGuevaraM ufioz, an expert in preservation and restoration from Mexico, contributed
significantly to the course. Professor Charltoniscurrently preparing anew coursefor the Fall Semester,
2007, 113:117 TheMaya: Archaeol ogy and Ethnohistory.

Inadditionto Plum Groveresearch Professor Charlton with colleagues, PatriciaFournier, MariaEugenia
GuevaraMuioz, Hector Neff, Deborah Nichols, and Cynthia Otis, continued studies of Teotihuacan
period rural settlementsin Mexico. Progressin thisresearch waspresented at the International Congress
of Americanistsin Sevilla, Espafia, the Meetings of Midwestern Mesoamericanistsin Beloit, W1, and the
Meetings of the Society for American Archaeology in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Collaborativeresearchinto L ate Postclassic and Colonia period Basin of Mexicowasalso presented
at theMestingsof the Soci ety for American Archaeol ogy, the INAH-Penn State seminar on Mesoamerican
Urbanism (University Park, PA), and the |l Congreso deArqueologiaHistorica (Mexico City). Severa
paperson thistopic were accepted for publication: achapter in an Elsevier Encyclopedia of Archaeology
on Mexican Historical Archaeology (in press); and achapter on ceramic manufacture at Otumba, inan
edited book (in pressUniversity of ArizonaPress). Two publications a so appeared, onein 2006 achapter
on Colonid period ceramicsin an edited volume published by INAH, the other an articlein Arqueol ogia
Mexicana 2007 onfigurines.

Professor Charltoniscurrently exploring therelevance and potentia of historical archaeological research
in Spainand France.

Michael Chibnik:

After Mike Chibnik finished histerm asdepartment chair in May, hewasableto find moretimefor non-
adminigtrative matters. 1n summer 2006, Mike conducted further researchinthe state of Oaxacain Mexico
andfinished ajournal article[* Oaxacan Wood CarvingsintheWorld of FineArt: Aesthetic Judgmentsof a
Tourist Craft,” Journal of Anthropological Research 62(4):491-512]. In the spring and winter Mike
worked on two publicationsthat will doubtless beread by more peoplethan anything el se he haswritten.
TheMarch 2007 Anthropol ogy News (published by the A merican Anthropol ogica Association) includes
asection guest-edited by Mikethat providesanthropological perspectiveson recent conflictsin Oaxaca.
Mike sother widely-read publicationisthe cover story of Muse magazinein February 2007. Muse, published
by the same company that putsout Smithsonian, isaoften-humorous popul ar scienceand history magazine
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aimed at “tweens’ 10-14. The magazine, which hasacirculation of about 50,000, can befound in many
schoolsand publiclibraries. Mike' slavishly illustrated article (accompanied by cartoons!) about Oaxacan
wood carvingsiscalled “Whims cal Wood.”

Mike hasbeen invited to givetheannual Erikaand Paul Bourguignon Lecture on Art and Anthropol ogy
at Ohio State University in May 2007. Hisplansfor next year include conducting additional researchin
Oaxaca, teaching the graduate seminar in sociocultura anthropol ogy (11.3:240) for thefirgt time, and developing
anew graduate seminar on ecological anthropology to betaught in spring 2008.

Russell Ciochon:

Russ has spent thelast year balancing his new dutiesas DEO with hisacademic research on Southeast
Asian Homo erectus and Gigantopithecus. He completed asubstantial edited compendium, The
Human Evol ution Source Book, 2™ edition, with colleague John Fleagle (2006, Prentice Hall, 722 pp.),
whichincludeskey articlesthat encompassthe spectrum of human evolution, from new techniquesin
dating and genomi csto descriptionsof new discoverieslikethe enigmatic Homo floresiensis(the so-
called“Hobbit”) of Indonesia. Thegreater part of hispast year, however, has been consumed with his
extensive editing and contributionsto the best-selling biol ogical anthropol ogy text, Introductionto
Physical Anthropology, 11" ed., (Jurmain, R., Kilgore, L., Trevathan, W., Ciochon, R.L ., 2007,
Thomson-Wadsworth, 560 pp.).

In addition to these major undertakings, Russhasa so completed five peer-reviewed journd articles
and two book chapters. Two of these works have been recently published (articlesin Natural History
and Jour nal of \eertebrate Paleontol ogy), whilethree arein press (including chaptersin Sony Brook
Symposium: Out of Africal edited by R.E.F. Leakey, J.G Fleagle, and F. Grine; and Elwyn Smons:
SymposiumHonoring his Contributionsto Evolutionary Biology, edited by J.G. Fleagle). Alsoin
pressat the American Journal of Physical Anthropology is* Assessing mandibular shapevariationin
Gigantopithecusand ‘ Indopithecus using ageometric morphometricsapproach,” coauthored with
University of lowaAnthropology graduate student Steven Miller and recent Ph.D. JessWhite. Findly,
two articlesare currently in review at the Journal of Human Evolution and the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences, USA.

Unsurprisingly (sinceweall know hispenchant for gab), in spring 2006 Russwasfeatured onthe
popular NPR game show, “Whad' yaKnow.” Hewasaso quotedin five separate articlesin Scienceover
the course of 2006 and 2007 regarding “ JavaMan'’sfirst tools,” the shoulder and arm of the*Hobbit,” the
toolsof Homo erectuson Flores, acritique of critics of Homo floresiensis, and onthe Plain of Jarsin
central Laos. Eclecticasawaysinitsscope, Russ current work hasprimarily focused on elucidating the
pa eocenvironmentsin placein the Sangiran Dome, Java, when thefirst Homo erectus settlerscolonized the
regionsome 1.6 mya.

Rudolf Colloredo-Mansfeld:

Rudi Colloredo-Mansfeld recently published an article“ Money of Moderate Size” onthedollarization
of the Ecuadorian economy and iscurrently at work abook titled Fighting Like a Community: Andean
Civil Society inan Age of Indian Uprisings. On leavewith support fromaUniversity of lowa Faculty
Scholar Award, heiscontinuing researchin Ecuador into theway family firmsin Andean market towns
exploit and regenerate cultural identity in order to beeconomically competitive.

JamesEnloe:
Jm Enloe continuesresearch on Pa eolithic Stesin France. Hisresearch on Verberie, Siteof theUniversity
of lowaadvanced archaeol ogical field school from 1991-2002, resulted in 2006 publicationsin



Geoarchaeology: An International Journal, achapter in D. Ruscillo, ed., Recent Advancesin Ageing and
Sexing Animal Bones: 9" | CAZ Conference, Durham 2002, from Oxbow Press, and a chapter in Haws,
Hockett and Brugal, eds., Paleolithic Zooarchaeol ogy in Practice, in British Archaeol ogical Reports 1564.
In 2006, Jm continued field work onfaunal remainsat Pincevent, France, working on material fromatermind
Upper Pdealithiclevel which documentsthetransition of hunted prey from over 95% reindeer to 50% horse.
Thisresearch yielded two papersin Gallia Préhistoire. In addition, Jim continued his collaboration with
Francine David, CNRS, inthe excavation of Middle Paleolithic levelsof the Grotte du Bison at Arcy-sur-
Cure. Thisimportant Sitedocumentsthetransition from Neandertha sof theMiddle Pl eolithic to anatomically
modern humans of the Upper Paleolithic. Hewill return to Arcy-sur-Curethissummer. It hasalso been an
activeyear for public and professional presentations, with presentationsin France, Mexico and Puerto Rico.

Robert Franciscus:

Bob wasan author or co-author on eleven publicationsin the past year. The most recent of theseinclude
co-authorship on arecently published article: “ The cranial morphology of early modern Europeans’ inthe
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (2007) 104:1165-1170, and co-author on an Editor’s
Choicearticle: “ Transverse skel etal and dentoalveolar changes during growth” inthe American Journal of
Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics(2006) 130:721-31. Hewasa so aco-author on achapter: “The
Pefteracu Oase and early modern humansin southeastern Europe” in the 2006 volume: When Neanderthals
and Modern Humans Met, N.J. Conard (ed.) Tubingen: KernsVerlag, pp. 145-164. Bob wasalso afilm
participant and scientific consultant last year for: “OntheTrail of Neanderthals’ (WDR Television, Kdln,
Germany) whichairedin July, and“ TheVoice of Neanderthds’ (RTL 2 Television, Munich, Germany) which
arredinMay. InJuly, Bob aso contributed to Discover Magazine' s Ask Discover column: “ Could Neanderthals
and modern humans have spokento each other?” (July, 2006) 27:16. Thispast April, Bob a so presented the
resultsof recent collaborative experimenta work: “ Experimenta growth modificationin pigsand craniofacia
evolutioninHomo” tothe Department of Biological Anthropology & Anatomy at Duke University, and was
co-author onapaper given by Scott Maddux at theAmerican Associ ation of Physica Anthropol ogistsmesting
inAnchoragethispast March: “ Qualitative and quantitative assessment of infraorbital surfacetopography in
recent and fossil Homo” ( American Journal of Physical Anthropology. Suppl. 42:123).

LauraGraham:

LauraGraham returned to Ul thisspring after an exciting Fulbright teaching fellowshipin Venezeula. Having
completed her tenure on theAmerican Anthropol ogical A ssociation’s Committeefor Human Right (for which
sheserved asChair in 2005) she continuesto chair CFHR’sTask Group on Language and Socid Justice. She
also servesasacoordinator of Xavante WaraAssociation’s projectswith Cultural Survival in Brazil and
continuesto beinvolvedinadvocacy for Xavante. Last year shewrotean Expert Witness Report on Xavante
land claimsfor acase Brazilian Federal Court. Laurieispleasedto report that the Judgeruled infavor of the
Xavante'sclaim. Laurie hasserved asconsulting anthropol ogist on severa recently documentary filmson
WayUu peoplesin Venezuda. Among her immediate projectsisthebook sheisnow writing tentatively entitled,
Xavante in Public: Re-presenting and Performing “ Indianness’ in the Public Sphere. Sheis also
coordinating acollaborativeindigenousvideo project that bringstogether Xavante and WayUu indigenous
filmmakersand focuses on the centrality of dreams, cultural beliefsand practicesrelated to dreaming and
dream sharing among WayUu and X avante peoples. Thisspring, shebrought two filmmakers, Caimi Waiasse
(Xavante) and David Hernandez Pmar (WayUu), to visit and present their work at Ul. Intheir sparetimethe
threewereworking on acollaborative video project that documented a X avante protest for land and water
rights[ seearticleon page 2].

Adi Hastings:
~Biosketch not avail able~
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MeenaKhandelwal:

Meena’s new co-edited book on women’srenunciationin South Asia(India, Nepal, Bangladesh) was
released by Palgrave Macmillan in September 2006 and an Indian editionisin pressat Zubaan, aDelhi-
based feminist press. Last Spring, Meena presented apaper “ Foreign Swamisat HomeinIndia® at the
South Asian Studies Program collogquium at Ul and asymposium on Religious Transnationdismin SouthAsia
at Syracuse University inApril. Thispaper, based on ethnographic researchin India, hasjust been published
inthejournal Identities: Global Sudiesin Cultureand Power. Meenawasel ected assecretary of Association
of Feminist Anthropol ogy and began her termin Fall 2006.

Ellen Lewin:

Ellen Lewinand her colleague, Bill Legp (American Universty) havejust completed her co-edited collection,
OutinPublic. She iscontinuing to move ahead with her ethnography of gay fathers, Dreaming the Family,
which shehopesto finishinthe summer. Sheattended aconferencein Parisin December, “ The Experience
of Norms,” which connected her with scholarsin Europewho a so work onlesbian and gay family issues; she
and oneof that conference’sco-organizers, Eric Fassin (Ecole Normale Superieure), are organizing asession
for the2007 AAA meetings, “ The Raciaization of Sexual Orientationin Nationa and Transnationa Politics.”
Finaly, sheisstarting to devel op plansfor an edited volume on lesbian and gay family formationsacrossracia
and nationa boundaries.

KatinaLillios:

Katina Lilliosis happy to report that her book Heraldry for the Dead: Memory, Identity, and the
Engraved Sone Plaques of Neolithic I beriawas accepted for publication by the University of TexasPress
and should be out in the spring of 2008. Needing apause from the I berian plagues, she has undertaken new
writing projectsand isexploring new research questions. Inthe summer of 2006, Katinaand Billy Gravesco-
directed the Obermann Seminar Compar ative Archaeologies: Prehistoric I beria (3000-1500 BC) and
the American Southwest (AD 900-1600), which brought thirteen archaeol ogists from Spain, Portugal,
Austria, England, and North Americato lowaCity for 10 daysof presentationsand discussionson thetopics
of art, gender, histories, landscapes, and bodiesin their respective areas. Serving brilliantly asassistants
during this 10-day seminar were graduate studentsA nna\Waterman and Jonathan Thomas and undergraduate
ma ors John Willman and Jody Hepperly. Katinaiscurrently editing avolume based ontherevised papersfor
thisseminar. Inthe summer of 2007, Katinawill direct excavationsat the Late Neolithic (3500-2000 BC)
buria siteof Boldres, Portugal. Thisseason of work will determinethe site’s potential for along-term study
of human populationsin thisregion during acritical period of economic and social transformation. This
project, funded by the Socid SciencesFunding Program, will involve colleaguesfrom the GermanArchaeologica
Institutein Madrid, the Office of the State Archaeol ogist, and the Department of Geoscience, aswell as
studentsfrom the University of lowa- AnnaWaterman, Jonathan Thomas, and John Willman. Her third
project isastudy, in collaboration with Portuguese archaeol ogist AnaMartins, of theintersectionsof colonidism
(and decol oni zation) and Portuguese archaeol ogy. Katinapresented papersat the Union International e des
Sciences Préhistoriques et Protohi storiques meeting in Lisbon, Portugal and at the Materialitas conference,
held at University College Dublin, Ireland. Katina has been enjoying her work as Director of European
Studies, which hasheld aseries of luncheon talks by visiting scholars, faculty, and graduate students.

EricaPrussing:

EricaPrussing focused intensively thisyear on her 13+ yearsof ethnographic research about how a cohol -
related problems are understood and addressed in aNative North American reservation community. An
articleabout women'sexperienceswith sobriety isin pressat Culture, Medicineand Psychiatry. A second
article, about the cultural politicsof reservation addiction services, isunder review aspart of aspecia
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issueof Ethos, which a soincludes submissionsby colleaguesfromthe University of Michigan, University of

Chicago, and York University. Finally, abook manuscript based on thislong-term ethnographic project
(Reconfiguring the Empty Center: Gender and the Cultural Politics of Sobriety in a Native American
Community) isnearing compl etion—aprocessthat Ericahasfound to belabor-intensivebut gratifying. She
continuesto visit thereservation each year, kegping tals on emerging eventsand getting community members
feedback on draftsof her publications. Shea so continuesto formulate plansfor her next project, whichwill
offer an international perspective on indigenous activism for greater local control of health (especially
epidemiological) research. Closer to home, she continuesto work with numerous graduate studentswhose
research concerns health, science studies, and/or activismin our department aswell asacrosscampus. She
also serves on the steering committees of the American Indian & Native Studies Program and the Global
Health Studies Program, and will coordinatethe core seminar for Global Health Studiesin spring 2008. For
interested studentsand faculty colleaguesthisspring, Ericahel ped to coordinateavisit and screening of afilm
by Marcy Rosenbaum, an anthropologist in the Department of Family Medicineat Ul who co-created an
evocativefilm about thelife, health care experiences, and death of awoman with cancer in rural Kentucky.

Sonia Ryang:

Soniastarted her appointment asan associate professor of anthropology and the C. Maxwell and Elizabeth
M. Stanley Family and the Korea Foundation Scholar of Korean Studiesinfall 2006. Her most recent book,
Love in Modern Japan: Its Estrangement from Self, Sex, and Society, and Society, was published in
October 2006 from Routledge. Her co-edited volume on K orean Diasporawill be published fromthe University
of CdliforniaPressin spring 2008 and sheisnow completing abook tentatively entitled: Gender, S, Diaspora:
Ethnography of Autobiographics of Korean Women in Japan and the US. Inan articlethisyear, “Does|t
Haveto be hESC?A Note onWar, Embryo, and the Disabled,” Soniaexploreslife' svariegated worth and the
mechanism that many societiesincluding ours havein making the decison whoto let live and who to kil
(Anthropological Quarterly vol. 79 pp. 509-529, 2006). She wasthe key note speaker in Korean Women's
Diasporalnternational Conferencein Tokyo, October 2006. Her current projectsconcern 1) North Korean
totalitarianism and 2) disability and thefeminist ethic of care.

Scott Schnell:

L ast spring Scott Schnell was awarded a Short-Term Research Grant from the Japan Foundation. He
asoreceived an Artsand HumanitiesInitiativeAward fromthe University of lowa. Thetwo awardstogether
alowed himto spend fall semester in Japan conducting fieldwork and archiva research on mountain-oriented
asceticism and localized religious concepts. Hisarticle, EmaShu’'s* The Mountain Folk’ : Fictionalized
Ethnography and VVeiled Dissent,” waspublishedin Asian Folklore Sudies. Most recently, Scott received a
Curriculum Development Award from International Programs to develop a new course entitled
“Environmentalisms,” which he plansto offer for thefirst timethisfall. Thecoursewill becross-listedin
Anthropology and International Studies.

Glenn Sorey:

Glenn’sedited volume, Urbanismin the Preindustrial World: Cross-Cultural Approaches, was published
by the University of AlabamaPressin 2006. Herecently gaveaninvited colloguium a lowaState“ Romeand
Teotihuacan: Proto-typica Hyper-urban Centersof theAncient World.” He gaveanother invited colloquium
at theUniversity of Miami,” Mega opolisand Mbanza: A Typology of Preindudtrid Cities.” Glennwill reed AP
L atin exams again this summer while compl eting the editing of aClassical Greek grammar and introductory
textbook by the Nigerian scholar Dr. JamesA. |. Eezzuduemhoi, with atargeted release datein 2008. He has
just completed two papers. “ Romeand the M esoamerican Urban Tradition,” invited chapter for the Conference
Proceedings of The Mesoamerican Urbanism Project, 6th Meeting, Joint Instituto Naciona deAntropologia
eHistoria, Mexico and Penn State University (Occasional Papersof the Department of Anthropol ogy,Penn
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Sate University, University Park, Pennsylvania), and “ M odeling the M acro-Economi cs of the Roman Empire,
or Globalization asWorld-SystemsWithout the Guilt,” invited chapter, New Per spectives on the Ancient
World, edited by Pedro Paulo Funari, Renata S. Garraffoni, and Bethany Letalien.

Adjunct and Visiting Faculty Updates:

John Doer shuk:

John taught “Indiansof North America’ through the S& E Program during fall semester 2006 (23
students) and the same course during spring semester 2007 asacombined CLASand S& E offering (109
students); for thelatter, hewasably assisted by course grader Juli Williams. Also during the spring he
supervised Anthropol ogy student Elizabeth Petrenko’sIndependent Study credit hoursin archaeological
lab methods at the OSA. John also continuesto beamember of Bryan Kendal’sM.A. committee. John
attended the Midwest Archaeol ogical Conference (MAC) annua meeting last fall asaco-presenter and
wasal so el ected to an Executive Board position for this organi zation. He continuesthrough 2007 to serve
onthe Register of Professiona Archaeol ogists (RPA) Field School Certification Committeeandisthe
President-elect of the A ssociation of lowaArchaeol ogists.

Maureen McCue:

Dr. McCue hasbeen busy on severa frontswearing al her hats—global health, medical anthropology,
physiciansfor socia responsibility—at jaunty angles. No sooner did the highly successful Oct 06 Ul Global
Hedlth Studies conference on Humanitarian Assistance asan I nstrument of International Politicsend, than she
began work on an even bigger event, Heal th Consequences of Global Warming, to beheld Sept 13-16, 2007
(savethedate!). Shewasa so recognized for her contributionsto internationa health and humanrightsat the
annual lowa City Human Rights Commission awards breakfast in late October.

Time between now and thefall conferencewill bevery full. Shehasbeeninvitedto giveapaper at the
35th anniversary cel ebration of Gonashasthaya K endra (GK) where shevisited with other Ul faculty and
studentslast summer. GK isanovel and highly successful indigenous holistic health system serving rural
Bangladeshis. After 35yearsof growing fromasmall military MASH unit into acomplex of 2 hospitals,
pharmaceutical factory, university, and uniquetraining programsfor women, GK founders seek adviceon
appropriate and reinvigorating new directions (thoughtsand ideas appreciated). Dr. McCueisalsoworking
onashort course on the humanright to health to be given at theAtlantabased US Social Forum thissummer
with collaborating faculty from such disparate parties asthe Boston based Partnersin Health program and
Prof. David Leggeof Victoria, Australia.

Another exciting undertaking isthe devel opment of astudy abroad sitefor undergraduates and graduates
being devel oped in the beautiful Ecuadorian cloud forest communities of Maguipucuna, north of historic
Quito. Studentsand otherswho chooseto beinvolved there (budding medica anthropologistsinvited) will
be assessing theimpacts of ecosystem preservation on the health and well-being of the communitieswhose
livesdepend on sustaining their unique and endangered forest.

Rachelle Saltzman:

RachelleH. Sdtzman, Ph.D. hasbeen the Folklife Coordinator for the lowaArts Council/Department of
Cultural Affairssince 1995. She has been the recipient of grantsfrom the L eopold Center for Sustainable
Agricultureto study place-based food in lowaand has devel oped awebsite that putsapublic faceto the
research http://www.iowaartscouncil .org/programs/folk-and-traditional -arts/place_based foods/index.htm,
Sdtzmanworkswith avariety of communitiesand individual sto provide ass stance with multicultural and
diversity issues, project devel opment, event planning and implementation, presentation of traditional artsand
artists, grant writing, and curriculum content. Sheisalso manager of lowaCommunity Cultura grantsanda
grant administrator for thelowaArts Council’ sgrant programs. In collaboration with Seven OaksAudio,
Saltzman produces*” lowaRoots,” aseries of 5-minuteradio programs (broadcast on lowaPublic Radio)
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that explores culturesand traditions http://mww.iowaartscouncil .org/programs/fol k-and-traditiona -artsiowa
roots/index.shtml. Sheisthedirector of the lowaArts Council’s* Cultural Express. Traditional Artson
Tour,”which includes 11 exhibitsand live programs. Shewasthe lowaCurator for the lowaProgram for
Smithsonian Institution’s 1996 Festival of American Folklife and the Curator for the Sesquicentennial
Commission’s 1996 Festival of lowaFolklife. Saltzman d so directed the 2001 Festiva of lowaFalklife, the
lowaFolklifelngtitute, and“lowaTraditionsin Trangition,” aprogramto document and present thetraditions
lowa srefugeeand immigrant artistsin publiclibraries. Since 1982, she hasworked in thefield of public
folkloreat private non-profit and state agenciesin eight states, where shedirected folklifefestivalsand other
public programs, organized conferences, curated exhibits, conducted research, and received several grants
fromthe NEA and NEH aswell asfrom state and non-profit organizations. Saltzman, who obtained her
Ph.D. inAnthropol ogy/Folklorefrom the University of Texasat Austin, isthe author of numerous public
folklore publicationsaswell as peer-reviewed articlesin the Journal of American Folklore, Anthropol ogical
Quarterly, Journal of Folklore Research, New York Folklore, Southern Folklore, Southern Exposure,
and edited collections.

Shirley Schermer:

Schermer isinstructor for an Independent Study course Spring Semester 2007. Shereceived an lowa
Science Foundation grant for apilot project as part of astatewide comprehensive overview and synthesisof
lowaburial data. During thefall and spring semesters she supervised an intern who isassisting with the
researchfor thisproject. Fal and spring semesters Schermer supervised student volunteers(twofall semester,
four spring semester), oneintern, and onework-study student who are hel ping with degreasing, labeling, and
inventorying Ul-Stanford Collection skeletons. Schermer and JoeArtz (Office of the State Archaeol ogist)
will begoingto KasovoinApril for thesigning of aMemorandum of Understanding betweentheUniversity
of lowaand the University of Prishting, visiting university facilitiesand K osovaarchaeological sites, and
planning future collaborationwith Dr. Edi Shukriu, University of Prishtina(UP). Dr. Shukriuisinterestedin
receiving technical assistance on setting up ahuman osteol ogy laboratory at the UPfor bioarchaeol ogical
research and training of studentsin human skeletal analysis, and also in developing aGI S program for
Kosovo. Thisinternational collaboration holdsthe potential for future student and faculty research and
exchanges between the Ul and UP. Schermer continuesto serve on the Society for American Archaeol ogy
Public Education Committee, advisor for DIG magazine, archaeol ogical advisor to the State Preserves
Advisory Board, and member of the editorial board for the Journal of the lowa Archeol ogical Society.

) 4

MA Degree Conferrals:
Spring 2006:

AdamAndrews, A Vernacular Theory of Religion: Personal
Experience and Culture in the Lives of Gay Latino Immigrants
(Lewin)

AngelaCaollins, Transcultured Pottery: An Analysisof Batavian
Grey Ware from Roman Period Netherlands (Storey)

Scott Maddux, A Discrete and Geometric Mor phometric Assessment of Infraorbital Region
Mor phology in the Genus Homo (Franciscus)
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Hannah Marsh, Javan Homo erectus: Sratigraphic and Paleontological Insightsinto the Sate of

Research on Sangiran Dome (Ciochon)

LavanyaMurali, Email in a Thousand and One Accents: The Nature of “ Indian English”
(Dominguez)

JanaOwczarzy, Involuntary Reproductive Loss. Czech and USWbomen's Discour ses (Prussing)

AnnaWaterman, Health Satusin Prehistoric Portugal: Dental Pathology and Childhood Mortality

Patternsfromthe Late Neolithic Burialsof Feteira (Lourinhd) (Franciscus& Lillios, co-chairs)
Summer 2006:

Jenna Grant, Biomedicine, Ethics, Nations: A Controversial AIDSClinical Trial in Cambodia
(Dominguez & Prussing, co-chairs)

Julie Plummer, Soil Phosphate Analysisas an Archaeol ogical Technique: Investigationsat the
DoubleDitch Ste (130B8), O’ Brien County, lowa (Graves)

Fall 2006:

Meredith Anderson, Thin Orange Trade Ware Distribution in Rural Teotihuacan Stes of the
Northeastern Basin of Mexico (Charlton)

EricaBegun, Sudying Figurines: How Archaeol ogists Interpret Figurines fromthe Neolithic of
Southeast Europe and the Formative of Mesoamerica (Charlton & Lillios, co-chairs)

PhD Degree Conferrals:

Spring 2006:

Erik Paul Filean, Domestic Cattle and Economic Changein the Roman Period Lower Rhineland:

The Civitas Batavorum Volumes| & |1 (Storey)

Grant S. McCall, Lithic Technological Perspectiveson Early Hominid Ste Use and Mobility
Srategies(Enloe)

Summer 2006:

CarolynA. Hough, Disruption and Development: Kanyalengsin the Gambia (Lewin)

Fall 2006:

JessicaL. White, Functional Morphology and Evolution of the Adapiform Dentition, with
Particular Emphasison the Asian Svaladapidae (Ciochon)
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Adventures in Graduate Studies

M eredith Ander son:

Meredith Andersoniscurrently packing up her third
year as an archaeology graduate student in the
Anthropology Department. Sherecently completed
her MA, whichfocused on Stefunction asdetermined
in part by trade ware at Teotihuacan, Mexico. Her
ongoing interests include trade networks, site
formation, state boundaries, water management, and
other issues of power and economy at Teotihuacan.
Sheiscurrently negotiating collaboration for future
projectswith astudent working in Tepeaca, and is
going to head off to Mexico thissummer to check
out Steand collectionavail ability for her dissertation
proposal. Meredith has interests peripheral to
archaeol ogy, such asfronting an ambitiousrock and
roll band, and exploring the dark underbelly of roller
derby.

EricaBegun:

Erica is a Mesoamerican ceramicist currently
specializing on figurines and Early/Middle
Classcpottery fromthe L ake Patzcuaro region of West
Mexico. Following her interest in trade relations
between West Mexico and Teotihuacan, she is
working with Tom Charlton. Ericarecently recieved
her MA, which was based on her research on
figurines

Mar gar et Bur chianti:

Margaret iscontinuing her dissertation researchin
Cedar Rapids on social memory of the war in
Vietnam.

EricDicker son:

Eric Dickersonreceived hisBA in1999and MA in
2004, both from LSU. EricisaPhD student (post
MA, pre-Comp), advised by VirginiaR. Dominguez.
He studies music and performance as a meansto
understand cultura politics, especialy focusngonthe
expressive cultureof theAfrican Diaspora. Hismost
recent field research, which laid groundwork for his
future dissertation project, wasavisua - ethnographic
study of late-night street partiesinrura Jamaica. Eric
isfrom Baton Rouge, Louisana.
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Mandy Dicker son:

Mandy isasociocultural anthropologistin her third
year, currently focusing on comprehensiveexamsand
dissertation fieldwork proposas. She continues study
onthemanufacture, circulation, and useof plant- based
medicinesin health and self-carein the Caribbean
region. Thissummer sheplansto start an ora history
of Jamai can bioscientific research on cannabis-based
medicines. In her sparetime she enjoysworking with
alocal organicfarming collective and learning about
native plant and heirloom seed exchangesin lowa.

Susanna Donaldson:

Suseisfinishing her first year a theUniverdty of lowa
and is excited to embark on her first fieldwork
experiencethissummer. Shewill bejoining Northeast
Tennessee tobacco farmers during their summer
growing season and will beexamining whether or not
recent tobacco (agricultural) policy changes are
affecting socio-economic conditionsintheregion. Suse
isdsofranticaly findizing apaper onthe Farm Security
Adminigration’ s1930sresettlement of southerntenant
farmers, which shewill be presenting at theAnnual
Meeting of the Rural Sociology Society thisAugust.

JennaGrant:

Jenna Grant is a third year graduate student in
sociocultura anthropology. Jennareceived her MAIN
summer 2006 for apaper about ethical, biomedical,
and national discoursein controversy over an HIV
preventionclinicd trid in Cambodia. She spent summer
2006 a the University of Wisconsin, Madison, studying
Khmer. (See photo below, taken after rehearsinga

Jenna and classmates



Khmer play with classmates.) In November, shewas
invited to screen and discuss her film (Sakamapeap,
2005) with the Visual Sudiescluster at UC Davis,
whichwasahighly enjoyable experience. Jenna’ s
interest in filmmaking has expanded to studying film
theory and ethnographicfilm, and shehasincorporated
theseareasinto her teaching thisspring. Jennacontinues
to explore the intersections of visual and medical
anthropol ogy, and science studiesmore broadly. For
her dissertation she plansto study the use of visual
imagesto produce medical and scientific knowledge
in Cambodia, both during the colonia eraand today.

Lindsay Eaves-Johnson:

Lindsay isgoinginto her fourth-year post-MA andwas
shocked, aswdll ashumbled, to receivethe JuneHelm
Award in 2006. Sheisnow ABD and plansto defend
her PhD proposd later thisspring. Her project focuses
on correl ating thoracic shapewith respiratory varigbles
inlivinghumansusing CT scansand 3-D visudization
and digitization software. Thiswork is part of her
greater effort to create atheoretica basdinefor which
to study bioenergeticsinfossil hominids(particularly
Neandertals). Thisresearch hasbrought her together
with Biomedica Engineersand Pulmonary specididts,
aswell asaTyrolean Iceman named, “ Otzi.” She
presented one facet of her research at the AAPA
Meetingsin Philadel phiaduring March 2007, where
sheand her co-authors examined sex and climatic-
related differencesin the cross-sectiona geometry of
mid-seriesribsat the posterior angleand midshaft. Her
love of human form and physiology even led her to
sucessfully TA Medica GrossAnatomy last fal where
shetaught 1st year lowamedical studentstheinsand
outs (but mostly the* ins” ) of the human body, as
well asparticipatein projectsinvolvedin plastination
and hyperostosisfrontalisinterna(HFI). Lindsay also
remains active in the broader lowa City/Coralville
communitiesas Secretary of lowaCity Darwin Day
Organization, co-President of Agudas Achim
Sisterhood, and asan English Setter foster parent for
IllinoisBirddog Rescue. In February, she presented a
program entitled, “ The Soul of Childhood: TheLife
and Works of Janusz Korczak, " as part of the
Respectful Communities Project coordinated by the
Universty of lowaOffice of Equa Opportunity and

Diversity. She hasadditionally become certified as
anUnited Anima Nations(UAN) Emergency Animd
Rescue Services (EARS) Volunteer and as an
American Red CrossFirst Responder.

Nathan E. Holton:

Nathan E. Holton is a PhD candidate studying
pal eoanthropol ogy. With support from the National
Science Foundation, Nathaniscurrently conducing
researchregarding biteforceproduction and efficiency
inlivinghumans Additiondly, Nathanisinvolvedina
number of ongoing research projects including
experimenta work infacial growth and investigating
changesin sizeand robusticity inthe genusHomo.

Rachdl Horner:

After successtully defending her dissertation proposa
in May 2006, Rachel Horner spent the summer in
Sena, Italy taking advanced Italian language courses.
Shereturned to the Pledmonteregion of northernltaly
inthefdl tobegin preliminary researchwiththe Slow
Food Movement.

Bryan Kendall:

Bryan Kendall hasbeenworkinginthesiterecords
department of the lowa Office of the State
Archaeol ogist during the2006/2007 school year. His
MA work hasfocused on applying datafrom site
record formsto improve predictive GISmodelsin
Allamakee County, 1A. Bryan presented preliminary
findings from this research at the Council for
MinnesotaArchaeology Conferencein Mankato,
MN. Current research topicsincludelandscape-scae
archaeol ogy, geomorphic processesand thematerial
record, and recognizing and addressing survey bias.

Scott M addux:

Scott Maddux is in his third year in the
Palecanthropol ogy concentration at the University of
lowa. After finishing hispaper entitled “ A Discrete
and Geometric Morphometric Assesment of
Infreorbita Region Morphology inthe GenusHomo,”
Scott recelved hisMagtersdegreefromthe University
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of lowain May 2006. Scott continuesto work on
severa exciting projects, including acollaborative
paper entitled “Temporal and geographical
patterning of mandibular corpusdimengonsinHomo
using Mantel tests,” abook review of SeveWebb's
The First Boat People for American
Anthropologi<t, and an articlebased on hisMasters
research for the Journal of Human Evolution. This
summer Scott plansto visit theAmerican Museum
of Naturd History (New York, NY) and theNationa
Museum of Natural History (Washington, DC) to
continue data collection onthe humaninfraorbital
region.

Hannah M ar sh:

Hannah is a 3 rd year biological anthropology
student now beginning work on her Ph.D. She
received her BSin Biological Anthropology from
theUniversity of Michiganin 2004, and her MA in
Anthropology fromthe University of lowain 2006,
focusing on the geology of Homo erectusfind sites
on Java. Sheiscurrently focusing on crania vault
thickness as a species indicator within human
evolutionfoss| record, focusing specificaly onHomo
erectus. Sheisalso heading an effort to study the
similaritiesand differencesin anklemorphology of
chimps, gorillasand humans, hoping to understand
the tempo and mode of ankle evolution from a
knuckle-walking ancestor to ahuman biped. Sheis
also participating in ajoint Indonesian-American
geological/ pa ecanthropol ogica team studying the
hominidfossil find Stesof Java, Indonesia. Hannah
hascompleted fid dwork in\WWyomingwith Dr. Phillip
Gingerichin 2003, the Koobi ForaField School in
2005, and geological surveysof Sangiran Dome,
Ngandong, and Mojokerto, Javain 2006. Sheis
also president of the University of lowa
Anthropology Graduate Student Association, anda
TA for Human Origins.

LavanyaMurali Proctor:

Lavanyaisfrom New Delhi, India Shecametothe
University of lowaintheFall of 2004 withanM.A.
and M.Phil. in Sociology from the Delhi School of
Economics, University of Delhi. Lavanya’ SM.A.
paper at thisuniversity consderstheuseof “ Indian
English” ine-mail. Her dissertation research will
1§<ami nethediscursive construction of Englishas

aroute to upward mobility in India, and will be
conductedin schoolsin Delhi. Her interestsinclude
language poalitics, cultural palitics, theanthropology
of India, and gender.

Tomomi Naka;

Tomomi isfinishing up her second year after her
dissertationfieldwork. Althoughwritingadissertation
isachallenge, sheismaking someprogress. Sheis
fortunate to be able to teach an evening course
(Introduction to the Study of Culture and Society)
and she enjoys preparing for the class and
interactingwith studentsin her class. In January 2007,
Tomomi participated in the Obermann Graduate
Institute on Engagement and the Academy. She
enjoyed meeting with graduate students, faculty
members, and saff membersof non-profit community
organizations and discussing how research and
teaching at higher education could befurther connected
with community membersbeyond theuniversity. In
late July to August 2007, Tomomi will spendtimeat
Elizabethtown College (Pennsylvania) asa Summer
Graduate Fellow and will explore future research

possibilities.
Sarah Ono:

Sarah Ono returned to the department this spring
following her medical leave. She hasresumed work
on her dissertation, and in February worked on the
79th Academy Awards as a Stage Coordinator on
thered carpet.

Crigtina(Nina) Ortiz:

Criginaisasecond year sudent thisyear andishaving

ablast. She spent the summer vagabonding around
lowa, interviewing people, attending/crashing
quinceafieras, poppinginto churches, andjust generdly
being nosy. Sheiscurrently inthe processof writing
her MA paper about quinceafieras in lowa and
continuesto beinterested in Higpanic communitiesin
lowa. Ninaisan active member of LGSA (Latino
Graduate Student Association), agroup facilitator for
Mujer &t WRAC, and aTA inthe Spanish department.
Sheislooking forward to having post-MA satusand
isalittledisturbed by thefact that sheisreferring to
hersdlf inthethird person.



Danid Proctor:

Dan joined thedepartment in 2005 after finishing his
MA at FloridaAtlantic University in Boca Raton,
Florida. His dissertation work is primarily
concernedwith bipedal |ocomotion and evolutionary
and comparative anatomy of thefoot.

CerisaReynolds:

Cerisahas spent the 2006-2007 school year working
onher Magter’ s, wherein shehasanalyzed asample
of faunal remains from the Darkmold Site, a
Basketmaker |1 sitejust north of Durango, Colorado.
The Basketmaker |1 peoplerepresent thefirst farmers
inthe northern Southwest, but thereis disagreement
asto how thishappened. Some scholarsfed that the
Basketmaker Il peoplerepresent hunter-gatherers
wholearned of maizeagriculturethrough diffusion (the
ingtumodd), whileothersarguethat the Basketmaker
Il people migrated into the northern Southwest
bringing theknowledge of agriculturewith them (the
migration model). The Durango Basketmakershave
specificaly been hypothesized to represent thein situ
developmental model, as opposed to the Western
Basketmakers who are thought to more closely
resemblethe migration model. Cerisa’ sresearch
seeksto find means by which thefaunal record can
hel p usunderstand the shift to agricultural dependency,
aswell asany differences between those seen asin
situ Basketmakers and those seen as migrant
Basketmakers.

MariaBeatriz Rodriguez-Feo:

Maria Beatriz Rodriguez-Feo (Betty) recently
presented apaper “ Religious Synthesisin Healing
and Witchcraft in Urban Luanda, ” at the African
StudiesAssociation (ASA) meeting last November
in San Francisco. Inthispaper sheanalyzed synthetic
(syncretic) practices in Angola in light of the
rel ationship between the capita and the provincesand
in the way that they expose the dichotomy in the
literature on syncretic practices. syncretism presented
aseither celebrated mixture or asadegeneracy of an
ethnicpurity.

Currently Betty is busy finishing her dissertation.
Recently she submitted apanel proposal on Cuba-
Africafor thisyear’ SASA meetinginNew York. She
istheDiversity Diadogue ServicesCoordinator at the
Women's Resourceand Action Center (WRAC) and
ishoping to usethis platform for people to discuss
issues of anti-oppression and “dialogue across
difference”

KendaSewart:

KendaStewart (2001 cohort) iscurrently conducting
her field researchinIsrael. Her research focuseson
identity withintheArab community inlsrad, particularly
in the context of Palestinian Arab women's
participationin soccer at the* professional” level in
thelsradli football league. Sheiscurrently living and
workinginHaifawhileinterviewing and conducting
field research with the women’'s football club in
Sakhnin--theonly PalestinianArabteaminthelsradli
Women'’ s Soccer League.

JonathanThomas:

Jonathan is an archaeol ogist interested in how the
organization of production of materia culturereflects
socid relationshipsamong groups of emerging social
complexity. In particular, he focuses on how the
gppropriation and recontextudization of visud imagery
might sgna connectionsbetween craft speciaistswho
produce ritual objects. How are these recursive
practices manifested in the archaeol ogical record?
Jonathan’ swork isfocused on different strategies
of craft specialization in the Southwestern Iberian
Peninsuladuring the Late Neolithic, aregionwhich
providesan excellent opportunity to monitor nascent
gpecidizationand socia complexity inWestern Europe
at thistime, and morebroadly in termsof prehistory.
Heisparticularly interested in the production of Late
Neolithic Iberian slate plaques (http://
research?2.its.uiowa.edu/iberian/index.php).
Morphometric andysisof experimentd replicaplagques
has shed some light on the variableswhich help to
distinguish speciaistsor groups of specialists. This
researchwill hopefully beuseful inunderstanding plague
production, standardization, and the character of
specidizationinIberiaat thistime.
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During the summer of 2007 Jonathan will be
participating inthe excavation of therockshelter site
at Boléresin the Estremaduradistrict of Portugal,
under theaegisof Dr. KatinaL.illiosand Dr. Michael
Kung. Last year hewaslucky enoughtowinaStanley
Award for Graduate Student Research, and hasjust
been nominated for aUniversty of lowaOutstanding
TA Award. Jonathan and his wife Heather are
expectingtherr first childinAugust.

Jennifer Trivedi:

Jennifer isasocio-cultura anthropologist working on
earning her Master’ sdegree. Her MA work |ooks
atheportraya of disasters, vulnerahility, and casnos
intheBiloxi, Mississippi area. Part of that work will
bedisplayed asaposter presentation at the Society
for EconomicAnthropology ' sconferenceon*” The
Political Economy of Hazardsand Disasters.” In
addition to these issues, Jennifer isinterested in
identity, post-disaster (natural and man-made)
recovery, intersectionsof morality and politics, and
issues related to East Europeans and their
descendents.

AnnaWater man:

AnnaWatermanisabiological anthropology PhD
student at the University of lowa. She completed her
MA inthe Spring of 2006 (MA paper titled“ Hedlth
Statusin Prehistoric Portugal : Dental Pathology and
Childhood Mortdity PetternsfromtheLateNeolithic
buridsof Feteirall (Lourinh&)”) andisnow continuing
her research on health statusin prehistoric Portugal
for her doctora dissertation. Thissummer Annawill
beparticipatingin Dr. KatinaLillios’s excavation of
theLate Neolithic burialsof BoloresintheLisbon
peninsulaof Portugd.

Jerry Wever:

Jerry Wever iscompleting hisdissertation entitled

“Pogt-colonial Creolizations: Expressivecultureand
empirerollover in St. Luciaand the Seychelles.”
Jerry was the recipient of the 2006-7 Ballard/
SeashoreDissertation Fellowship andisfinishing his
writing in Atlanta. Heis now on the job/post-doc
market and will defend by summer of 2007.

AlissaWhitmore:

AlissaWhitmore graduated from the University of
lowa in 2006 with a B.A. in Anthropology and
Classics Sheiscurrently contempl ating her impending
Masters paper, which likely will have to do with
gender and archaeol ogy, and possibly gender in Greek
Archaeology aswell. She swearsshewill bedoing
something academicdly productiveover thesummer,
but she’ snot sure specificaly what that will beyet.

Juli Williams:

Juli Williamsisa2nd year sociocultura anthropol ogy
student. She plansto finish her MA on perceptions
of landscape in aforest-dependent community in
Oaxaca, Mexicoin July. Shewill then shift gearsto
enroll intheSchooal of Library and Information Science
and the Center for theBook hereat the University of
lowa. Sheisvery excited to havereceived the Olson
Fellowshiptowork in Specid CollectionsattheMan
Library; starting July 1styou’ Il find her there, so
please comeby for avigit!

Alexander Woods:

Alexander D. Woodsisfinishing up hislast semester
of coursework thissemester and getting started on
hisPhD research studying therole of raw material in
the decision making process of Upper Paleolithic
blade producers. The atlatl team isgoing stronger
than ever, having just becomean officia University
of lowaclub sport, and Alex is till teaching and
demondtrating stonetool manufactureintheMuseum
of Natura History.

Congratulations to 2007
Seashore/Ballard Dissertation Fellowship Winners!

Tomomi Naka and Brandy Case-Haub
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Undergraduate News

From the Undergraduate Honors Seminar:

Contributed by Rudi Colloredo-Mansfeld

The Department of Anthropology ’ shonors stu-
dents continuetheir impressiverecord developing
creativeresearch projects. During the Fall semester
2006, seven studentsenrolledinthehonorsresearch
semi- nar. Their thesisprojectsincludethefollowing:

Kelly Wilhelm isdevel oping aproposal to ana-
lyzeimpuritiesiniron artifactsfrom BronzeAge Eu-
rope. Hisgod isto be ableto seewhether the sources
of orecan beidentified and to cometo aconclusion
about thelevel of control political elitescould exer-
ciseover the sources. While he concentrated on find-
ing model sfor theanaysishe sought to performwith
aScanning Electron Microscope, hea so con sulted
with archaeol ogists both at the University of lowa
and at other ingtitutionsto be ableto situate hiswork
at theforefront of current debates.

For much of the semester, Amanda Parker
framed aproj ect that assessed the stereotype of

deviancy associated with* gamers” or thoseinvolved
with video and tabletop games. Shemadethe case
that the cultural and social significance of gaming
groupsrestsin therelationshipsthey make possible.
She devel oped anumber of variablesto help bring
socid interactionsintofocusand then, most creatively,
looked at the variables across anumber of groups,
including two gaming groups, abowling club, aweight
watchersgroup and abible study group. She showed
how their degree of socidity could then becompared.

Mara Kellog researched the politics of free
tradein CostaRica. Drawing on her study abroad
experiencesin Puntarenas, CostaRica, shelooked
at the national debatesfor and against CAFTA-DR,
the proposed freetrade treaty between CostaRica
and the United States. Her thesis concentrated on
the way free trade would once again aggravate
regional inequalitieswithin the Central American
nation.

Undergrads Advising Fellow Undergrads

During 2006 registration for spring classes the
Anthropology Student Organization offered anovel
service—peer advising for fellow undergraduates
interested in majoring or minoring in anthropol ogy.
During much of November, six anthropology
undergraduates met with studentsin 115 MacBride
over thelunch hour. Peer counsd orsadvised sudents
on how to get started on amajor in anthropology,
how to sequence their courses, how to finish up
generd education credits, how toinitiateindependent
studies, and how to match their academic intereststo
departmental course offerings. Moreimportantly,
anthropol ogy studentswho participated inthisevent
provided first hand knowledgeof what it isliketo be
an anthropology student at the University of lowa,

and brought ayounger faceto anthropology advis-
ing. We hopethat this collaborative effort of faculty
and peer advising inthedepartment of anthropol ogy
will continue and add to the growth of our depart-
ment.
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June Helm Award 2006

When Professor June Helm was nearing
retirement, a group of graduate students
approached her with the idea of creating a
graduate student award in her honor. Those
who had served on hiring committees in
the past had noticed that several of the
successful candidates had been recipients
of “ named awards.” An award named after
June Helm would provide the department
with its own named award, and even more
importantly, would honor June Helm’'s
many years of service to the department
and to the discipline of anthropology.
June' srecord of service, and her reputation
for standing up to “absurd bureaucratic
practices and departmental policies,” had
earned her the tremendous respect of many.
June enthusiastically gave her support and
her name to the award upon one condition:
that the award remain in the hands of
graduate students and not in the hands of
thefaculty.

After severa years, graduate students
approached the Ul Alumni Association and
Foundation about setting up a special fund
where donations could be made in June
Helm’ snameto the award. Now, the June
Helm award ’* s $50 stipend comes from

this fund, which is generously supported |

by current and former anthropology
graduate students. Now that June Helm is
no longer with us, the award is presented
with honorable admiration and
remembrance of all she did for our
department and the discipline asawhole.
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The June Helm Award is unique because
itiscompletely independent of thefaculty,
and represents a moment when we as
graduate students can recognize one of
our own colleagues and peers for their
commitment and service to our
organization, our department, and to the
discipline. Graduate students elect the
nominees, handlethevoting, and distribute
the award each year based on the
following criteria which honor the spirit
of June Helm: a commitment to service
both in the Department of Anthropology
and in thewider university community.

Congratulationsto 2006
June Helm Award recipient,

L indsay Eaves-Johnson!

Linsday and King Arthur of
Wyndtree Farm
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Message from the
2006-2007
AnthroObserver Editor:

| would like to thank everyone who made this newd etter
possible. | would especially liketo thank Shari Knight who
helped me with the printing and mailing of the newsdl etter
and all those who contributed articles and photographs.
Finally, thank you to al the faculty, graduate students, and
alumni who updated uson their adventuresin anthropol ogy.

The editor enjoying her favorite
summer activity—fishing!

For moreinformation on the [ TheAnthrObserver ispublished annualy

. . , by the University of |owa Department of
University of lowa's Anthropology. Itsgoal isto create

Department of Anthropology | awarenessof theintellectual diversity and
please visit our newly achievement of Ul anthropology students,

renovated website: faculty, alumni and staff.

]

2006-2007 Editor:
Susanna Donaldson

Faculty Advisor:
EricaPrussing

Pl

http://www.uiowa.edu/ Department Chair:
~anthro/ Russell Ciochon
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